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Program Note

Moloch’s Forest is a piece about exploring the Bohemian Grove, which is dedicated to Moloch, a Canaanite
false god. The Canaanites would sacrifice children in his name. An explorer decides to visit the grove and
eventually escapes but not after witnessing a horrific, evil ritual performed in front of a statue of Moloch.
Plot
Moloch’s Forest focuses on the demon Moloch, whom the Bohemian Grove is dedicated to. The Canaanites
would sacrifice children in the name of this demon, and the attendees of the Bohemian Grove follow in their
footsteps. The piece begins with a drive to a forest dedicated to him. The piece should begin as soft as humanly
possible, symbolising the evil aura that is building when approaching the forest. The drive ends at the Theme of
the Forest and the exploration begins. The ritard at measure 46 should symbolise someone slowing down as he
is walking and then eventually stopping at measure 48. At the Theme of the Statue, the music should be soft
but surprisingly louder in comparison to the measure before, conveying someone being startled by the sight of
the evil statue. At the Theme of the Sacrifice, a ritual to Moloch commences. At measure 71, a whole-burnt
offering is made (this measure should be the climax of the piece). The person who has been exploring the forest
is now horrified at what he has seen and, Fleeing from the Grove, takes off and makes a run for his car.
Performance Notes
e A grand piano would be preferred, specifically a Steinway grand piano. As long as the piano is capable
of playing pianississimo, it will work for this piece.
e Tremolos from measure 24 to measure 27 that are notated on beats 2 and 4 should begin before when
they are notated and should swell (hence the hairpins that do not go to a dynamic marking).
Chord Symbols
e Excluding b s, A chord symbol labeled with a s (e.g. Ebs”9** at measure 62) means that the third is
omitted.
® The chord symbols exist to aid in understanding what the chords are in the piece. If the chord symbols
lead to confusion, see page 13 for the piano part (which—other than the lack of chord symbols—is
identical to the score).
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